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A Reconsideration of Land Asset Distribution
in Early Meiji Tokyo

Fumio MAKINO

{Abstract)

Using the Tile Index as a measure, changes in the degree of inequality in
the distribution of land assets within Tokyo’s central districts between 1878
and 1885 are evaluated in this study. Revealed by the findings is that
inequality in landholding increased substantially during this period.
Although the trend was observable across all districts, it was particularly
pronounced in Kajimachi and Kyobashi. The process of growing inequality
was driven largely by established business figures: former wholesale
merchants based in Nihombashi, who maintained their family registers and
business headquarters there, and Sake (Nihonshu) dealers operating in
Kyobashi. Examination of the large-scale landowners involved shows that
newly emerging landowners, who began to rise in prominence from the late
Edo to the early Meiji era, were still relatively few. Instead, the leading
actors were landowners who had already been recognized as major
proprietors by the late Edo period. Statistical records further indicate that
the concentration of landholdings in the central districts of Tokyo
accelerated during the hyperinflationary phase that preceded the Matsukata
Deflation and exhibited a relative stabilization in the subsequent period of
price decline. When viewed across the entire span from 1878 to 1885, the

process unfolded in a comparatively gradual manner.





