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Insights into the Impact of Introducing Business English Debate:
A Text-mining Analysis on Learners’ Perceptions

Yasuo NAKATANI

{Abstract)

Although the importance and effectiveness of debate education have been
widely recognized in many countries, its implementation in Japan remains
limited. One of the major reasons is that Japan has a relatively weak
cultural tradition of verbal argumentation, making it difficult to incorporate
debate as a mainstream practice in English education. Even in universities
that have introduced English debate activities, few studies have examined
how participating learners actually engage in debates and what kinds of
achievements or challenges they perceive.

The perceptions of 51 Japanese university students majoring in
Economics and Business Administration who participated in an English
business debate were investigated in this study. The students conducted
debates comparing the global business strategies of two Japanese
companies. After the class, they responded to open-ended questionnaire
items. Their written responses were analyzed using text-mining software
to identify key words and cluster patterns. The results suggest that the
participants recognized the value and effectiveness of English business

debate and understood its educational benefits.





