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B B KNG
KH (VFR) EoxZ | Zoft | ZAR—=Y B
R PN —ty7-y
2010 | 48,730 50,405 (38.9) 11,738 16,823 1,804 129,500
2011 | 44,049 56,157 (44.0) 392 14,270 735 127,603
2012 | 53,047 52,542 (39.0) 14,151 13,035 1,789 134,564
2013 | 45,307 44,877 (36.0) 11,642 20,378 2,375 124,579
2014 | 46,307 45,690 (34.7) 13,384 25,341 1,027 131,749
2015 | 52,136 44,565 (32.1) 11,665 28,209 2,468 139,043
2016 | 57,321 48,835 (33.4) 12,209 26,167 1,533 146,065
2017 | 68,390 49,002 (31.1) 12,520 26,007 1,596 157,515
2018 | 61,452 75,912 (44.0) 9,632 24,029 1,471 172,496

i : Tourism Authrority, Samoa webpage (https://www.samoatourism.org/articles/89/
total-visitor-arrivals-by-purposeyear)

x3 2018FE #At77XEEOBRFBNGHZTRE ZOEE

() A=k rsy—v

EA N B LYy — VFR g T Ofth
TAYAEYET 4,840 10,431 3,548 1,402
(23.9) (51.6) (17.5) (6.9)

7 v 7k 145,168 13,633 6,193 3,766
(86.8) (8.2) (3.7 (2.3)

T4 Y 658,585 80,441 52,305 78,978
(75.7) 9.2) (6.0) 9.1

Za—HhLR=7 67.439 25,954 13,859 13,090
(56.0) (21.6) (11.5) (10.9)

NTTFZa—F=7 20,004 7,645( 87,853 6,001
(16.5) 6.3) (72.3) 4.9)

2= VAES| 61,452 75,912 9,632 25,500
(35.6) (44.0) (5.6) (14.8)

VAR S 4= 8,955 4,163 7,093 7,655
(32.1) (14.9) (25.5) (27.5)

Ty XTY 91,726 8,616 7,552 7,740
(79.3) (7.5) (6.5) 6.7

(#4H : South Pacific Tourism Organisation 2018)
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Homeland tourism by the Samoan diaspora

Matori YAMAMOTO

{Abstract)

Examined in this paper are VFR (visiting friends and relatives) visitors to
the Independent State of Samoa, which is located between Hawaii and New
Zealand, closer to the latter. Before 1990, the tourism industry did not
categorise VFR visitors as tourists since their activities were perceived as
being different to those of leisure tourists. However, VFR visitors have
recently attracted the attention of researchers due to their distinct tourist
behaviours. Since World War II, a significant number of Samoan youths
have migrated to New Zealand, American Samoa, the United States and,
more recently, Australia. Currently, there are more than twice as many
Samoans living abroad as there are in the Samoa Islands. Samoans in
Samoa have relied on remittances sent by family members working abroad,
and these same remittances have helped the Independent State of Samoa to
reduce its trade deficit. This could explain why many Samoan diaspora
maintain strong ties with their families back home and often return as VFR
visitors. The Teuila Tourism Festival is one of the major attractions for the
diaspora, whose detailed knowledge of Samoan culture enables them to
fully appreciate the event, unlike ordinary overseas leisure tourists, who

only have basic knowledge and cannot enjoy it as much.






